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Webinar Housekeeping
✓Automated closed captions, ASL interpretation

✓Automatic muting

✓Chat and Q&A features

✓Save questions for question pause points, or put them in the chat

✓Technical difficulties with webinar access

✓RFA citations are on bottom left of the slides

FY27 VS RFA can be found here on ovsjg.dc.gov



Agenda

✓Victim Services Team 

introductions

✓OVSJG overview

✓Funding sources

✓Funding purpose areas

✓Application process overview

✓GovGrants EGMS preview

✓Tips and resources

✓Deadlines

✓Q&A



Objectives
❖Access the full Victim Services RFA to read through 

carefully

❖Understand OVSJG’s mission, goals, and priorities

❖Overview the funding sources available

❖Summarize the application components, steps, and 

scoring

❖Know where/who to go to for help

❖Be aware of application expectations and deadlines
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OVSJG Mission

To develop, fund, and coordinate programs that:

✓ improve public safety; 

✓enhance the administration of justice; and 

✓create systems of care for crime victims, youth, and their 

families in the District.



OVSJG Funding Goals

Improve Public 
Safety

Promote safer 
neighborhoods through 
proactive initiatives

Enhance Justice 
Administration

Strengthen fair and 
effective justice systems

Support Crime 
Victims

Deliver trauma-informed, 
compassionate, 
comprehensive victim 
services

Strengthen 
Communities

Build resilience through 
collaborative programs



Funding 
Principles

Equity
Ensuring fair distribution of 

resources across all 

communities

Innovation
Supporting creative 

approaches to addressing 

challenges

Sustainability

Building programs with 

long-term viability

Impact
Focusing on measurable 

outcomes and meaningful 

change

Collaboration

Facilitating partnerships 

across the District

Community

Being responsible stewards of 

public funds

Accountability

Centering community 

needs and priorities



DC Anti-Deficiency Act

One-Year 
Grant Awards

All grant awards made under this 

RFA will be for one year only. This 

complies with the Anti-Deficiency 

Act, which prohibits government 

agencies from obligating funds 

beyond the current fiscal year.

No Guarantee of Future 
Funding

Receipt of funding in one fiscal 

year does not guarantee 

continued funding in subsequent 

years. Organizations should plan 

accordingly and develop 

sustainability strategies as part of 

their program design.

Annual Application 
Required

Even successful grantees must 

reapply each year through the 

competitive application process. 

Each application is evaluated on 

its own merits against the current 

funding priorities and available 

resources.

The Anti-Deficiency Act is a law that prohibits incurring obligations or making expenditures in excess 

of amounts available in appropriations. This legal requirement shapes how OVSJG structures its grant 

cycles and why grants are limited to one-year terms.



Victim Services Division

Grants 
Management

Oversees all aspects 
of the grant lifecycle 
from application 
through closeout, 
ensuring compliance 
with requirements 
and effective use of 
funds.

Training &
Technical 
Assistance

Provides guidance, 
training, and support 
to help grantees 
implement effective 
programs.

Performance
Management

Works with grantees 
to develop 
meaningful metrics 
and collect data that 
demonstrates 
program impact and 
informs 
improvements.



Victim Services Goals

Improve Outcomes for 
Survivors
Coordinated community 

responses and specialized 

services for survivors of domestic 

violence and sexual assault

Enhancing Trauma-Informed 
Responses

Ensure all victim services programs

incorporate an understanding of 

trauma and center victims.

Build Capacity

Strengthen organizations’ ability to 

deliver high-quality services to 

victims and survivors.

Seamless Continuum of 
Care

Foster collaboration among 

service providers to create 

seamless systems of care.



FY27 Victim Services Priorities
Ensuring service continuity by 
maintaining the infrastructure of 
victim services in the District

Building upon already 
established service delivery 
frameworks with successful
outcomes

OVSJG recognizes the 
importance of service 
stability for victims.

Therefore, we prioritize…



Service Areas Funded
Direct services

Advocacy
Case 

management
Crisis counseling 
and intervention

Financial or 
material 

assistance
Hotline services

Housing 
assistance

Language 
access 

services

Legal services 
(both civil and 

criminal)

Medical and 
forensic services

Trauma-
informed mental 
health services

(FY27 VS RFA section 2.1 on pg. 6-7) 



Service Areas Funded
Outreach and education

Awareness Outreach
Community 
education

Professional 
training

Safety 
planning

(FY27 VS RFA section 2.1 on pg. 6-7) 



FY 27 Victim Services

Funding Sources



OVSJG is unable to disclose the amount of funding available total, or the amount 

of pooled funding available from each particular funding stream.

(OVSJG Grants Manual section 3.4 on pg. 15) 

All awards are contingent upon OVSJG receiving funds.

Receiving a Letter of Intent to fund does not guarantee any rights or benefits to 

an applicant.

Previous and current grantees are not guaranteed future funding.

OVSJG has the final say and discretion to select the funding source most appropriate  

for awarded proposals.

(FY27 VS RFA section 5.3-5.5 on pg. 24-25) 

https://ovsjg.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ovsjg/page_content/attachments/Grants%20PP%20Update%2011.13.2025.pdf


Understanding Funding Sources

LOCAL Funding
Supports a wide range 
of victim services within 
the District for all 
categories of crime.

VOCA Funding
Crime Victims Assistance 
Grant Program supports 
direct services to victims 
of crime with an 
emphasis on domestic 
violence, sexual assault, 
child abuse, and 
underserved 
communities. 

VAWA Funding
STOP focuses on 
combating violence 
against women through 
law enforcement, 
prosecution, courts, and 
direct victim services for 
survivors of domestic 
violence and sexual 
assault.

SASP Funding
Sexual Assault Services 
Program specifically 
supporting direct 
intervention and related 
assistance for victims of 
sexual assault.



Locally Appropriated Funds
Eligible Applicants

• Community-based organizations (CBOs)

• District agencies

• Established coalitions

Match Requirement
No match requirement for LOCAL funds

Letters of Support
All applicants must include two (2) letters of 

support. If the application proposes partnerships 

with other providers, a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) is required.

Priority Programs and Activities

• Organizations and agencies that provide direct 

services to adult, teen, or child victims of crime

• Organizations and agencies that can demonstrate 

that they are an integrated part of the District's 

continuum of services

Funding Restrictions

LOCAL funds are restricted to provision of direct 

services for victims of crime, training or education, 

outreach to the community, or community 

engagement and prevention activities.

(FY27 VS RFA section 2.2 on pg. 7-8) 



Direct Services 
Priority
Priority consideration goes 

to organizations and 

agencies that provide direct 

services to adult, teen, or 

child victims of crime, 

especially those 

demonstrating integration 

within the District's 

continuum of services.

Training & 
Education
Projects that provide 

training and education to 

enhance the skills, 

knowledge, and abilities of 

multidisciplinary 

professionals who work with 

crime victims are also 

eligible for LOCAL funding.

Community 
Engagement
Local funds can support 

outreach activities that 

increase awareness about 

services and community 

engagement or prevention 

activities designed to build 

collective vision for 

preventing violence or 

crime.

Locally Appropriated Funds

(FY27 VS RFA section 2.2 on pg. 7-8) 



Crime Victims Assistance Grant Program (VOCA)

Eligible Applicants
Non-profit, non-governmental victim
service organizations

Program Focus

Direct services for victims of crime, including 
incarcerated victims of crimes

Match Requirement

20% match (cash or in-kind) required, though
waivers are available

Award Distribution Requirements

Target Population Minimum Percentage

Sexual Assault At least 10%

Domestic Violence At least 10%

Child Abuse At least 10%

Underserved Populations At least 10%

VOCA is the largest federal funding source for victim services programs. It supports direct services to 

victims of all types of crime, with a focus on addressing the physical, emotional, and financial needs of 

crime victims. VOCA requires that a certain percentage of funds be allocated to programs serving victims 

of sexual assault, domestic violence, child abuse, and underserved populations.

(FY27 VS RFA section 2.4 on pg. 13-15) 



Crime Victims Assistance Grant Program (VOCA)

Non-Allowable Costs and 
Activities

• Lobbying and administrative

advocacy

• Perpetrator rehabilitation and 

counseling

• Prosecution of criminal activities

• Fundraising activities

• Property loss

• Medical care (except as allowed 

by other provisions)

• Activities exclusively related to 

crime prevention

Required Reporting

• Subgrantee Award Report 

(SAR) - due no later than thirty 

(30) days after award start date

• OVC Performance Measures 

(PMT) - due each quarter

• Annual Report – due no later 

than thirty (30) days after the 

grant period ends

VOCA-Specific 
Requirements

VOCA-funded programs must 

inform crime victims about the 

availability of crime victim 

compensation and must use 

volunteers within their program 

design.

VOCA funding comes with specific restrictions and requirements that differ from other funding 

sources. Applicants should carefully review these requirements to ensure their program design 

aligns with VOCA guidelines. The match requirement can be a significant consideration, though 

waiver requests are available for organizations that can demonstrate financial need.

(FY27 VS RFA section 2.4 on pg. 13-15) 



STOP Formula 
Grant Funding (VAWA)

Restrictions 
on Funding

• Immigration fees for immigrant 

women survivors

• Renovations or construction

• Standard issue law enforcement 

equipment

• Programming/serving children 10 or younger

• Voucher program for housing or counseling

• Moving household goods or housing in a 

new location

Other 
Requirements

• Two (2) letters of support - preference 

given to applicants that submit MOUs

• Delivery of Legal Assistance Certification 

Letter

• Annual Subgrantee Report

Coordination 
Requirements

• VAWA emphasizes coordination 

between victim service providers and 

criminal justice agencies to create a 

comprehensive community response to 

violence against women.

VAWA funding is specifically designed to address violence against women, including domestic violence, dating violence, 

sexual assault, and stalking. Programs must be focused on adult and teen victims of these crimes, with limited services 

available to children who are secondarily affected by violence against their parent/caregiver.

(FY27 VS RFA section 2.3 on pg. 9-13) 



STOP Formula Grant Funding (VAWA)

Eligible Applicants

• Local government agencies

• Local courts

• Non-profit, non-governmental victim service

organizations

• Domestic violence & sexual assault coalitions

• Faith-based and community-based victim service 

organizations

Match Requirement

No match requirement for VAWA funds

Eligible Program Areas

• Training law enforcement officers, judges, other court 

personnel, & prosecutors

• Developing, enlarging, or strengthening victim services 

programs

• Developing, enlarging, or strengthening programs 

addressing stalking

• Supporting multi-disciplinary efforts

• Training of sexual assault forensic medical personnel

• Legal Services

• Maintaining core victim services and criminal justice initiatives

The STOP (Services, Training, Officers, Prosecutors) Formula Grant Program supports communities 

in their efforts to develop and strengthen effective responses to domestic violence, dating violence, 

sexual assault, and stalking. VAWA funding emphasizes a coordinated community response that 

includes both victim services and criminal justice components.

(FY27 VS RFA section 2.3 on pg. 9-13) 



Sexual Assault Services Formula Grant Program (SASP)

Eligible Applicants

• Rape crisis centers
• Nonprofit, nongovernmental 

organizations that support programs and 

projects to assist individuals who have 

been victimized by sexual assault without 

regard to age

Match Requirement

No match requirement for SASP funds

Eligible Program Areas

• 24-hour hotline services

• Accompaniment and advocacy through medical, 

criminal justice, and social support systems

• Crisis intervention, short-term support services, direct 

payments, and comprehensive service coordination

• Programs that increase support for underserved 

communities

The Sexual Assault Services Program (SASP) is the first federal funding stream dedicated solely to direct 

intervention and related assistance for victims of sexual assault. SASP supports rape crisis centers and other 

nonprofit organizations that provide core services, direct intervention, and related assistance to victims of 

sexual assault regardless of age or gender.

(FY27 VS RFA section 2.5 on pg. 15-16) 



Sexual Assault Services Formula Grant Program (SASP)

Funding Restrictions
SASP funding cannot support research projects, 

sexual assault forensic examiner projects, prevention 

activities, criminal justice-related projects, or 

domestic violence services not related to sexual 

violence.

Reporting Requirements
Grantees must submit an Annual Report (SAPR) no 

later than thirty (30) days after the grant period ends, 

documenting services provided and outcomes 

achieved.

Partnership Documentation
Two letters of support are required, with strong 

preference given to applicants that submit MOUs 

demonstrating established partnerships with other 

service providers.

Focus on Direct Services
SASP funding emphasizes direct intervention and 

support services for sexual assault survivors, with 

particular attention to addressing gaps in service for 

underserved populations.

SASP is specifically focused on enhancing the provision of direct intervention and related assistance to victims 

of sexual assault. Programs must demonstrate expertise in addressing the unique needs of sexual assault 

survivors and show how their services fit within the broader continuum of care for this population.

(FY27 VS RFA section 2.5 on pg. 15-16) 



Additional Funding-Source-Specific 
Requirements

VAWA Requirements
• Delivery of Legal Assistance Certification 

Letter

VOCA Requirements
✓ VOCA Certification of Assurance

✓ Match Budget or Match waiver request

➢ The Certification of Assurance confirms 
that grantees will comply with all VOCA 
requirements. The match budget 
shows how the organization will meet 
the 20% match requirement, or 
alternatively, provides justification for a 
match waiver.

Templates for these certifications are available in the RFA materials. 
Be sure to use the correct forms and obtain appropriate signatures from authorized 
organizational representatives.

(FY27 VS RFA section 2.4 on pg. 13-15) (FY27 VS RFA section 2.3 on pg. 9-13) 



Questions?



FY 27 Victim Services:

Grant Application 
Process



Grant Application Process
Review RFA Requirements
Carefully read all application guidelines and 

eligibility criteria.

Develop project plans, budgets, and supporting documentation.

Submit Complete Application
Ensure all required components are submitted by the deadline.

Application Review
Applications are evaluated based on established criteria.

Award Notification
Successful applicants notified and funding process

initiated.

*Solicit Individualized Proposal Feedback from the MAGI Group (*Optional)
Schedule a 1:1 grant proposal feedback session between May X and X

You are here!

Prepare Application Materials

(FY27 VS RFA section 1 on pg. 4-5) 



Electronic Grants Management System
(EGMS)

Application Portal

GovGrants serves as the central hub for submission of 

all required documents and information, with technical 

support available to assist applicants.

Review Process
Applications undergo thorough evaluation by subject 

matter experts using standardized scoring criteria to 

ensure fairness and objectivity.

Award Management

Successful applicants receive guidance on grant 

requirements, reporting obligations, and performance 

measurement throughout the funding period.



Electronic Application Overview
The GovGrants Electronic Grants Management System 
provides a streamlined application process for organizations seeking funding. This digital 

platform allows applicants to submit comprehensive proposals that address critical needs 

in victim/survivor-serving programs throughout the District.

User-Friendly Interface
The GovGrants platform offers an intuitive 

experience for completing all application 

components.

Time-Saving Features
Save progress and return to complete 

sections at your convenience before the 

deadline.

Secure Submission
All application materials are transmitted 

securely with data protection measures in 

place.

More Automation
Budgets, standard assurance forms, 

and other grants forms are now 

automated.



Application Sections

Organization Profile Budget
Organization 
Experience

Project Abstract Project Description & 
Project Workplan

A complete grant application consists of several key sections, each designed to provide reviewers 

with specific information about your organization and proposed project. Understanding the purpose 

and requirements of each section is critical for developing a competitive proposal. Each section has 

specific character limits and formatting requirements that must be followed. 

Failure to complete any required section or to adhere to these guidelines may 

result in the application being considered incomplete or ineligible for funding.

Evaluation Plan

Organization information and

authorized signatures

Financial plan and justification

Detailed narrative of program design

Goals, objectives, activities, outcomes 

Data collection and reporting

Qualifications and capacity

Brief summary of proposed 

activities

(FY27 VS RFA appendix A on pg. 30) 



Organization Profile/Registration
Registering and setting up your organization profile collects essential information about 

your organization such as contact information, organizational details, and certification of 

eligibility to receive District funds. 

Required Information to Register

✓ UEI Number

✓ Business license expiration date

✓ Tax ID/EIN number

✓ Org contact information

✓ Authorized signatory contact information

Additional non-required information

➢ Vendor number (supplier number in DIFS)

• If you already have an account from FY26, there is no need to register again.

• The person who registers for your organization must be the authorized signatory.



GovGrants Demo



Project Abstract Guidelines
The Project Abstract provides a concise summary of your proposed project, including key activities, 

target population, and the number of individuals to be served. This section gives reviewers an 

immediate understanding of your project's scope and intent. 

➢ An effective abstract clearly communicates the essence of your project in a brief format, highlighting the 

most important elements without unnecessary detail. It should be specific, measurable, and aligned with 

the purpose area you're applying under.

Key Components

Brief description of the project including all 

key activities that will be implemented

Target Population

Clear identification of who will be served, 

including relevant demographic or geographic 

information

Service Numbers

Proposed number of individuals to be served during the grant period

"Provide trauma-informed mental health services to 50 

domestic violence survivors throughout the District."

Example:

(FY27 VS RFA section 4.2 on pg. 19) 



Project Description Requirements
The Project Description is the heart of your application, providing a comprehensive overview of your proposed 

activities and how they will address identified needs. This section has a 30,000 character limit and should 

thoroughly explain all aspects of program design and implementation.

➢ A strong project description demonstrates clear alignment between community needs, proposed activities, and 

expected outcomes. It should be specific about implementation details while showing how the project advances both 

organizational mission and OVSJG priorities.

Needs Assessment
Description of need with 

supporting data (local data preferred)
Target Population
Detailed information on who will
be served and geographic focusProposed Activities

Specific activities and how 
they meet target population needs Service Area

Detailed description of service areas
and delivery methodsGoals & Timeline

Clear objectives with implementation 
timeline and deliverables Outcome Measurement

Process for measuring and tracking 
stated outcomesOrganizational Alignment

How the project furthers 
organizational mission Community Impact

Expected impact on priority areas 
identified in the RFA(FY27 VS RFA section 4.2 on pg. 20) 



Organization Experience & Qualifications
This section establishes your organization's capacity to successfully implement the proposed project based on 

relevant experience, qualifications, and partnerships. Reviewers will assess your ability to effectively serve the 

target population and achieve stated outcomes.

➢ Strong applications demonstrate a track record of success with similar projects or populations while highlighting 

collaborative relationships that enhance service delivery and create comprehensive support systems for participants.

Qualifications & Experience

Provide evidence of your 
organization's ability to address 
the needs of the target 
population through relevant 
experience, expertise, and 
demonstrated capacity to 
achieve identified outcomes.

Support & Partnerships

Include MOUs or letters of 
support from partners, evidence 
of successful collaboration, and 
connections to other service 
providers that create a 
comprehensive continuum of care 
for participants.

Implementation Capacity

Demonstrate that your 
organization has the necessary 
infrastructure, staffing, and 
systems to effectively implement 
the proposed project and achieve 
stated outcomes.

(FY27 VS RFA section 4.2 on pg. 20) 



Trauma & Community 
Informed Approaches

Successful applications must demonstrate how proposed services incorporate both trauma-informed and 

community-informed approaches. These frameworks ensure that programs address the impact of trauma while 

meaningfully involving stakeholders in program design and implementation.

➢ Applicants should detail specific strategies for implementing trauma-informed care principles and describe processes 

for gathering and incorporating community input throughout the project lifecycle.

Trauma-Informed Services

Describe how proposed services recognize and 

respond to the impact of trauma, creating 

environments that promote healing rather than re-

traumatization. Include specific strategies staff will 

use and how these approaches will be monitored 

throughout implementation.

Community-Informed Design

Explain how your organization meaningfully 

involves both internal stakeholders (staff, board) 

and external community members (participants, 

partners) in program design and proposal 

development. Detail specific mechanisms for 

gathering and incorporating community input.

(FY27 VS RFA section 4.2 on pg. 20) 



Evaluation & Data Collection Plan
A robust evaluation and data collection plan is essential for monitoring program implementation, 
measuring outcomes, and demonstrating impact. This section should detail specific methods for 
gathering, analyzing, and reporting data throughout the grant period.
➢ Effective plans include both process and outcome measures that align with program goals while 

describing how data will be used to improve service delivery and inform program adjustments as 
needed.

Data Collection Methods
Specific tools and processes for gathering 
quantitative and qualitative data on program 
activities and outcomes

Analysis Approach

How data will be analyzed to assess progress 
toward goals and identify areas for 
improvement

Reporting Procedures

Systems for documenting and reporting 
required measures to OVSJG and other 
stakeholders

Continuous Improvement

How evaluation findings will inform and 
enhance ongoing service delivery and program 
design

(FY27 VS RFA section 4.2 on pg. 21) 



Goals, Objectives, & Activities Format
Clear, measurable goals and objectives are 

essential components of a strong application. This 

section should articulate what your project aims to 

achieve and how progress will be measured, with 

specific activities that support each objective.

Following the recommended format ensures that 

goals, objectives, and activities are logically 

connected and presented in a way that clearly 

demonstrates how implementation will lead to 

desired outcomes.

Goals should be broad statements about desired 

change, while objectives must be SMART (Specific, 

Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, Time-bound). 

Activities should clearly support objectives with 

specific actions that will be implemented. 

Example:
Goal 1: To ensure survivors of domestic 

violence are placed in safe housing 

• Objective 1: In FY 2026, provide 

emergency housing for 75 survivors

• Activity 1: Conduct intake 

assessments with potential client

• Activity 2: Develop safety plans for 

each client placed in housing.

Outcome 1: Successfully ensure the housing 

security for survivors as measured by the 

percentage of housed clients who obtain long 

term safe housing.

(FY27 VS RFA section 3.5 on pg. 17-18) 



Components:
Project Goal   → a statement that explains the expected 
outcome of a project

Objectives → Proposed objectives must describe a 
measurable outcome

Activities → Specific services or interventions

Outcomes → Changes resulting from activities

The Project Work Plan provide a structured framework for 

understanding how program activities will lead to desired 

outcomes. This visual representation helps reviewers 

understand the logical connections between objectives, 

activities, and outcomes. 

➢ Using the provided template ensures that all required 

elements are included and presented in a consistent format 

that facilitates review and comparison across applications.

Project Work Plan

(FY27 VS RFA section 4.2 on pg. 21 & appendix B on pg. 32) 



Funding Request Guidelines

When preparing your funding request, it's essential to ensure alignment with eligible program 

areas and to develop a reasonable budget that reflects the scope and scale of proposed 

activities. Most purpose areas do not have funding caps, but requests should be justifiable.

Verify Eligibility

Ensure your project falls 

under one of the identified 

program areas before 

developing a full proposal.

Explore Alternatives

If your program is not eligible, 

explore other funding 

opportunities through the 

District's Grant 

Clearinghouse.

Develop Reasonable Budget

While most areas have no funding cap, 

ensure your request is reasonable and 

justified by program scope.



Budget Development Overview
A well-developed budget is a critical component of your grant application, providing a financial 

roadmap for project implementation. The budget should align with proposed activities while 

demonstrating responsible stewardship of grant funds.

➢ OVSJG provides specifics for budget development to ensure consistency across applications and 

compliance with District and federal requirements for allowable costs and financial management.

Cost Estimation

Determine realistic costs for all 

project components

Budget Development

Complete required tool with 

detailed line items

Narrative Justification

Explain the necessity and 

calculation of each cost

Review & Refinement

Ensure alignment with project 

activities and requirements

(FY27 VS RFA appendix C on pg. 33-41) 



Budget Development Best Practices
Creating an effective grant budget requires attention to detail and alignment with both program activities and 

funding requirements. Following best practices helps ensure that financial plans are realistic, compliant, and 

supportive of successful program implementation.

➢ A well-developed budget demonstrates fiscal responsibility while providing sufficient resources for all proposed activities. It 

should be detailed enough to show how funds will be used while remaining flexible enough to accommodate reasonable 

adjustments during implementation.

Align with Activities
Ensure every budget item directly

supports activities in your work plan

Use Realistic Costs

Base estimates on research, quotes, or 

historical data rather than guesses

Provide Clear Justification
Explain calculation methods and 

necessity for each line item

Verify Allowability

Confirm all costs are allowable under

grant guidelines before inclusion

(FY27 VS RFA appendix C on pg. 33-41) 



GovGrants Budget Tool
➢ OVSJG only accepts budget submissions in 

the GovGrants budget tool.

➢ This is an interactive fillable form that auto calculates 
your organizations inputs for total costs per line and 
each budget category.

➢ Proper completion of this tool is essential for 
application review and, if funded, for ongoing 
financial management and reporting. 

➢ Applicants should carefully follow all instructions 
shared in the RFA and ensure that budgets are 
realistic, allowable, and aligned with proposed 
activities.

Budget Components

(FY27 VS RFA appendix C on pg. 33-41) 



Direct Client Assistance &
Flex Funds Guidelines

When applying for direct client assistance/flex funding, it's important to understand the specific guidelines that 

govern the use of these flexible funds. 

➢ Applicants must clearly distinguish between individualized flex funding that responds to assessed client needs and 

general supply costs that serve multiple clients. This distinction is critical for compliance with funding requirements.

Allowable 
Costs

Flex funds are only to be 

used for clients’ direct 

needs

Prohibited 
Uses
Cash assistance is NOT allowable 

under any circumstances. 

General supplies for multiple clients 

are prohibited

Individual 
Assessment
Funds must respond to 

assessed needs of 

individuals

(FY27 VS RFA appendix C on pg. 37) 



Questions?



Proposal Scoring 
Understanding how proposals are scored helps applicants develop stronger applications that address all 

evaluation criteria. OVSJG uses a standardized review process with specific scoring rubrics to ensure fair and 

consistent evaluation across all submissions.

Project abstract

Project Narrative

Budget

Workplan

Letters of support

Percent of proposal score 
by section weight

4%

46 %

22.5 %

20 %

7.5 %



Application Checklist Overview
The Application Checklist serves as a tool to ensure that all 

required components are included in your submission. 

Using this checklist helps prevent common errors that could 

affect application completeness or compliance with 

requirements.

Reviewing this checklist before final submission can identify 

any missing elements or areas that need additional 

attention. This simple step can significantly improve the 

quality and competitiveness of your application.

The Application Submission Checklist is provided in the RFA 

Appendix A and includes all required components organized 

by section.

(FY27 VS RFA appendix A on pg. 31) 



Proposal Preparation Tips
Successful grant applications result from careful preparation and attention to detail. Following these tips can help 

ensure that your proposal is complete, compliant, and competitive in the review process. Starting early and seeking 

clarification on any questions are particularly important strategies for avoiding last-minute issues that could affect 

submission quality or timeliness.

Register/Set-up Organization Profile in GovGrants
Ensure the Authorized Official initiates registration

Address All Questions
Respond to every question in the RFA without skipping sections

Use Provided Templates
Utilize the required formats for budget, project work plan, and 
other components

Adhere to Character Limits
Stay within specified limits without submitting excess 
attachments

Ask Questions Early
Submit questions to ovsjg.RFAquestions@dc.gov well before
the deadline

Start Submission Early
Begin in GovGrants at least 48 hours before the deadline. 
Save your edits FREQUENTLY!

(FY27 VS RFA section 4.4 on pg. 23) 

mailto:ovsjg.RFAquestions@dc.gov


Get personalized help with your proposal!

OVSJG partners with the Magi Group to offer personalized feedback on your grant application from grant 

writing and nonprofit subject matter experts, upon request.

Scan here to sign up!

https://form.jotform.com/261254446205048


https://form.jotform.com/261254446205048


Grant Management Resources
OVSJG provides comprehensive resources to support both applicants and grantees throughout the grant lifecycle. 

Familiarity with these materials helps ensure compliance with all requirements and successful program implementation if 

funded. These resources cover everything from application development through grant management and reporting, 

providing guidance on policies, procedures, and best practices for effective grant administration.

Grants Management Policies

Comprehensive document outlining all requirements 

and procedures for OVSJG grants. Available at: 

OVSJG Grants Management Policies and Procedures

Grant Management Resources

Collection of tools, templates, and guidance documents 

for effective grant administration. Available at: OVSJG 

Grants Management Resources Page

Federal Guidance

Federal Uniform Grant Guidance (2 CFR 200) 

applicable to federal awards administered by OVSJG

Training Resources

Webinars, guides, and technical assistance materials 

for applicants and grantees. Available at: OVSJG 

Training and Technical Assistance Resources

https://ovsjg.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ovsjg/page_content/attachments/OVSJG%20Grant%20Management%20Policies%20%26%20Procedures_8.pdf
https://ovsjg.dc.gov/page/grant-management-resources


How to ask questions about the RFA:

✓ Email your RFA questions to ovsjg.RFAquestions@dc.gov between now and 

June 8.

✓ We will not answer to your question via email, but we will confirm receipt during 

business hours.

✓ Answers to all RFA questions will be updated and timestamped on ovsjg.gov at 

least every Wednesday before noon until June 10, the final Wednesday before the 

RFA window closes.

✓ The RFA itself is your best source for answering most of your questions. Please 

consult the slide citations and refer to the RFA first.

✓ ovsjgEGMS@dc.gov is to be used only for technical assistance inquiries to 

navigate the GovGrants system, and no RFA questions will be answered through 

the EGMS inbox.

✓ We follow this process for transparency and fairness. All applicants will be kept 

abreast of all Q&A by all other applicants.

mailto:ovsjg.RFAquestions@dc.gov
mailto:ovsjgEMGS@dc.gov


Application Deadline Reminders
June 15 @ 11:59pm ET
All applications must be submitted through the GovGrants system by the established deadline. Late submissions will not be 

accepted, regardless of the reason, so planning ahead is essential to ensure successful application.

Technical issues can arise during the submission process, which is why OVSJG strongly recommends beginning submission at 

least 48 hours before the deadline. This allows time to address any problems that may occur.

Deadline Date:

June 15, 2026

Deadline Time:

11:59 pm Eastern Time

No Extensions:

Late submissions 
will not be accepted

GovGrants Tech Support: 
OVSJGEGMS@DC.GOV

Submit all RFA
questions by June 8 to

Ovsjg.RFAquestions@dc.gov



Application 
Deadline:

June 15

Application 
Review & Scoring

June - August

Award Decision
Notifications

Mid-August

FY 27 Grant Cycle

Begins: 

October 1

RFA Published, 
now accepting 

applications

May 11

You are here



Q & A



Contact us at:

ovsjg.RFAquestions@dc.gov


