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Frequently Asked Questions
What are the goals of the Academy?

The three main goals of the Academy are (1) to develop a comprehensive planning strategy that address all relevant logistical concerns, (2) develop curricula and related resources that fulfill the mission and vision of the DCVAA, and (3) foster and sustain DCVAA relationships to improve collaborative victim services within the District of Columbia on a long-term basis. 

What are the Mass Disaster learning objectives?

-Get an overview of ‘Psychological First’
- Learn how to ensure immediate safety of survivors and loved ones 

   and provide emotional support
- Learn strategies to stabilize overwhelmed survivors 
- Identify individual needs and tailor interventions
- Learn what community supports are available and how to make referrals 
- Identify and appropriately respond to survivors that need special accommodations
Who can attend the Mass Disaster training?

The DCVAA Mass Disaster training is designed for mental health professionals. 
How do I register for the DCVAA Mass Disaster training?

Registration is February 5-23 for the first Orientation and Training session. Please go to https://ovsjg.dc.gov/or https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mass-disaster-orientation-and-training-tickets-42575802371 to register.
Is Orientation required to attend Mass Disaster training?

Yes, all registrants must register and attend one orientation session and a 2-day training session.
Where will the Mass Disaster trainings be held?

Child and Family Services Agency 
200 I St SE, Washington, DC 2003– DC Child and Family Services Building, First Floor Conference Room. Valid identification is required to enter the building. (Please allow at least 15 minutes for security)
Is the Academy Metro accessible?

Yes, Metro transportation is strongly recommended. The closest Metro station is green line, Navy-Yard Ball Park.  Limited parking is available at local parking garages. (Cost for parking is not covered by DCVAA)
What is the cost for the Academy?
There is no registration or fees for training at the Academy. Participants are responsible for their transportation, parking and food expenses.
Are there ID requirements?

Valid identification is required to enter the CFSA building. (Please allow at least 15 minutes for security)
 

Are food and beverage permitted in the Academy facilities?

Yes, food and beverages are permitted but are not provided. Participants may bring their own refreshments.
What is the dress code for the Academy?
The dress code is casual and comfortable attire.
Do I have to complete all training hours for each day?
Yes, participants must commit to attendance and participation of Orientation and a 2-day training session. Orientation is mandatory. Participants may register for one orientation session and one of the three available 2-day Mass Disaster training session opportunities.
Are continuing education units offered?

Yes, CEUs are offered for interested participants who meet attendance requirements.
Email the DCVAA Coordinator at ovsjg@dc.gov with questions or for more information.
