
 

 
Juvenile Justice Advisory Group (JJAG) 

Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, February 4, 2025 

4:30pm - 6:00pm 
In Person: Room Anacostia 2020 of 899 N. Capitol St. NE 

Virtual option also available 
 

Name 
Present Absent Proxy 

1. Barnes, Daniel 
 

x  
2. Barnes, Erica x   
3. Barnes, Mylan  x  
4. Burton, Lisette  x   
5. Clark, Sheila 

 
x  

6. Del Valle, Nataly x  phone 
7. Dennis, Ra’Chelle 

 
X  

8. Easley, Billy  x  
9. Furr, Laura x   
10. Gregory, Shyra x 

 
 

11. Hill, LaShunda x  
 

12. Kokesch, Duane x   
13. Mobley, Brittany x  

 

14. Odom, Terri  x Robert Bacon 
15. Patterson, Jenise (Jo) x 

 
 

16. Capt. Rachel Pulliam x   
17. Richmond, LaShelle  x  
18. Hon. Darlene Soltys  x  
19. Spain, Penelope x  Joshua Miller 
20. Wright, Zayah x   
21. Woods, Kyla x 

 
 

Staff Present Director Jennifer Porter (OVSJG); Kristy Love (CJCC); Dontario Givens (EOM); 
Henry Saunders (EOM); Hind Berrah (CJCC); Niloufer Taber (CJCC) 

Guests or  
Advisory Members 
Present 

Magdalena Tsiongas, Council for Court Excellence 
Sarah Comeau 
Tiye Kinlow, Deputy Mayor’s Office 
Anaiah Mitchell, Council 
Henry Saunders, EOM 
Jody Kent Lavy 
Bruce Wright 
Seaira Wainaina (JPI) 
Kayla Davies (CASA DC) 
D.D. Davis 
Thomas Franco (Council, Committee on Youth Affairs) 
Timea Thomas (YLA) 
Donte Daniel (Community Member) 

Notes Prepared By Lisette Burton 

 



 

 
 

Welcome Welcome and Introductions (Laura Furr, Chair) 
• Minor technical challenges delayed the 

meeting start 

Meeting 
called to or-
der at 4:45 
pm 

Awaiting Place-
ment Presenta-
tion 

• Presentation and Discussion: Youth and 
Family Input on Awaiting Placement (Magda-
lena Tsiongas, Council for Court Excellence) 
– see attached PowerPoint slide deck 

• Discussion 
• Availability of mental health ser-

vices while awaiting placement 
was not specifically asked 
about,, but may be a relevant fu-
ture data point. 

• There were no examples or defi-
nition of “safety” provided to sur-
vey respondents. Adults who 
supported survey completion 
noted that the safety question 
was particularly challenging for 
youth. 

• Given the sample size (16 of 31 
committed youth currently at 
YSC), it was asked if CJCC and 
DYRS could collaborate to pro-
vide additional youth access to 
the survey and facilitate ongoing 
access. 

• Every question was optional, 
and youth had to consent to sur-
vey participation. DYRS noted 
they would need to work with an 
Internal Review Board (IRB) to 
approve the survey before they 
could support facilitation. 

30 mins 

Policy Priorities 
for 2025 

• Discussion and Activity: Setting Policy Priori-
ties for the JJAG in 2025 (Laura Furr, Chair) 

• JJAG members were asked to vote on 
a policy priority from the list brain-
stormed at the previous JJAG meet-
ing. The group discussed that deci-
sions about policy priorities may be im-
pacted by executive actions happening 

33 mins 



 

at the federal level; however, as an in-
dependent advisory body, it was noted 
that the group should still move for-
ward and be ready to flexibly pivot if 
needed in the future. The top policy 
priority as voted on byattendees are in 
bold below, with vote tallies in paren-
theses. 

1. Awareness of policy changes 
happening at the federal level 
and capacity for JJAG to inform 
DC advocates about youth jus-
tice implications (0) 

2. Lack of comprehensive restora-
tive justice diversion for youth 
(1) 

3. Lack of education for 
CSS/DYRS/court staff on youth 
with special needs and appropri-
ate programming for these youth 
(4) 

4. Lack of peer mentoring (1) 
5. Not enough coordination be-

tween violence interrupters and 
credible messengers (0) 

6. Lack of girls-specific program-
ming (0) 

7. Not sufficient planning for un-
documented youth (0) 

8. Ongoing failure to provide ser-
vices early in PINS cases (espe-
cially youth with missing persons 
reports) (1) 

9. Awaiting placement issues in 
YSC (3) 

10. Use/overuse of GPS 
monitoring (2) 

11. Potential lack of commu-
nity engagement in implementa-
tion of ROAD Act, especially the 
PRTF plan (0) 

12. Lack of programming for 
trans youth system-wide (0) 

13. Need improved gov-
ernmental data sharing, such 
as a shared database of youth 
and their case notes for in-
creased service coordination 
(8) 

14. Insufficient anti-human 



 

trafficking resources and sup-
ports within the system (0) 

15. Need more substance 
use disorder and mental health 
awareness and supports (0) 

16. Not enough at-risk pre-
vention/intervention planning 
and resources (4) 

JJAG Business 
 

JJAG Business (Laura Furr and OVSJG staff) 
 
• Update on MOTA appointments 

• JJAG bylaws were revised about a 
year ago, MOTA took out term limits 
and changed chair appointment pro-
cess from Mayoral appointment to 
membership vote. 

• At the previous JJAG meeting, the 
JJAG voted unanimously to nominate 
Kyla Woods to the Chair position. With 
the new guidance from MOTA, the 
group agreed that the process should 
be to affirm the previous nomination 
vote as a chair selection vote 

• Motion (Brittany Mobley) – “I move for 
the JJAG to ratify the previous nomi-
nation of the body unanimously select-
ing the amazing Kyla Woods as JJAG 
Chair.” 

• Second (Lisette Burton) 
• Quorum was present, and the 

motion was approved unani-
mously (see detailed vote tally 
below), with one abstention.  

• Announcements from OVSJG 
• The Title II Coordinator position has 

been posted and will be open until 
February 13, 2025. Please share 
widely. 

• Opportunity to share reflections on Laura 
Furr’s time as Chair 

• The group expressed gratitude for 
Laura’s tenure as likely the longest-
serving JJAG chair.  

• Laura shared her reflections, and 
noted that she hopes to continue to 
support the work, particularly through 
YLA. 

20 mins 



 

Updates and An-
nouncements 

JJAG Members and Advisors share updates or 
announcements and highlight upcoming op-
portunities for collaboration. 
 

 

Adjourn Meeting adjourned by new Chair Kyla Woods Adjourned 
6:08 pm 

 
 
 
 

VOTE 
Motion (Brittany Mobley) – I move for the JJAG to ratify the 
previous nomination of the body unanimously selecting the 

amazing Kyla Woods as JJAG Chair 
Second (Lisette Burton) 

Name Yay Nay Abstain 
Barnes, Daniel - ABSENT 

 
  

Barnes, Erica - ABSENT 
 

  
Barnes, Mylan - ABSENT    

Burton, Lisette x   
Clark, Sheila - ABSENT 

 
  

Del Valle, Nataly – ABSENT DUR-
ING VOTE 

 
  

Dennis, Ra’Chelle - ABSENT 
 

  
Easley, Billy - ABSENT  

 
 

Furr, Laura x   
Gregory-Dowling, Shyra x   

Hill, LaShunda x   
Kokesch, Duane x   
Mobley, Brittany x   

Odom, Terri - ABSENT    
Patterson, Jenise (Jo) x   
Capt. Rachel Pulliam x   

Richmond, LaShelle - ABSENT    
Hon. Darlene Soltys - ABSENT    
Spain, Penelope (Joshua Miller) x   

Wright, Zayah x   
Woods, Kyla   x 

 


