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Juvenile Justice Advisory Group (JJAG)
Meeting Notes
Tuesday, April 1, 2025
4:30pm - 6:00pm

Virtual
Present | Absent Proxy
Name
1. Barnes, Daniel X
2. Barnes, Erica X
3. Burton, Lisette X
4. Clark, Sheila X
5. Del Valle, Nataly X
6. Dennis, Ra’Chelle X
7. Easley, Billy X
8. Furr, Laura X
9. Gregory, Shyra X
10. Hill, LaShunda X
11. Kokesch, Duane X
12. Mobley, Brittany X
13. Odom, Terri X
14. Patterson, Jenise (Jo) X
15. Capt. Rachel Pulliam X
16. Richmond, LaShelle X
17. Hon. Darlene Soltys X
18. Spain, Penelope X
19. Wright, Zayah X
20. Woods, Kyla X
Staff Present Niloufer Taber (CJCC), Kristy Love (CJCC), Kandis Catalan (JJ Specialist,
OVSJG),
Guests or Robert Bacon (CSS)
Advisory Members | Jody Kent Lavy
Present Bruce Wright (DYRS)
Clare Kruger (PDS)
Priscilla Guerrero (OAG)
Ray Hulser (OAG)
Josh Miller (Open City Advocates)
DD Davis

Shannon Battle (Credible Messenger)

Tiye Kinlow (Deputy Mayor’s Office)

Tracy Velazquez

Magdalena Tsiongas

Kayla Davies (CASA)

Seaira W (JPI)

Phillip Copeland (DME)

Rock Kelly

Thomas Franco (DC Council Youth Affairs)
Melissa Milchman
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Notes Prepared By | Lisette Burton, Kyla Woods

Welcome/Roll Call

Welcome and Introductions

10 mins

DME Presentation

Presentation: Phillip Copeland will provide an

overview of the Deputy Mayor’s Office for Education's

Spring 2025 priorities. DME will also uplift

opportunities to partner/support initiatives that

promote the importance of education as a tool to

disrupt juvenile justice involvement.

See attached slides.

e Youth Safety Team Report - Strengthening

School Safety in Washington, DC

o Seeking additional collaborators —
reach out if interested

o Conducting school safety inventories

e Students in the Care of DC Coordinating
Committee

o Next quarterly meeting, June 3"

o Launched two working groups last year
focused on expanding in-facility
program options and strengthening
interagency communication

o Quarter 3 — two additional working
groups will be launched regarding DC-
operated placement options and
implementing a partial credit system

o Elevating youth voice is a priority

o Reach out if interested in joining any of
the above 4 workgroups -
phillip.copeland1@dc.gov

e Discussion
o Question regarding new programming
such as mentorship?
= A: With limited resources, the
coordinating committee is more
in the stance of determining
and leveraging what is
available as opposed to
expanding.

15 mins

Youth Affairs Committee
Presentation

Presentation: Thomas Franco, Committee Director for
Committee on Youth Affairs, Chair Zachary Parker.
See attached handout.

¢ JJAG members should consider opportunities

15 mins
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to align efforts and uplift city-wide youth justice
initiatives, programs, and resources.

e The Committee will meet with parents of
justice-involved youth in the next week.

¢ In the wake of the Performance Oversight
Hearing, priorities for attention include —

o ROAD Act implementation

o Robust DYRS services, particularly
rehabilitative programming and mental
and behavioral health services

o Educational offerings for youth in
custody — youth at YSC in particular do
not feel challenged by educational
services

o Reentry services

o Crossover youth, including transparent
interagency coordination and shared
terminology

o Truancy

e Discussion

o Q: What is the most difficult of the

above priorities to address?

= A: No resistance to address

any of these priorities, people
are interested in working
together. There may be
challenges with reporting
regarding the ROAD Act due to
changes in technology. No
legislation has been introduced
on any of these topics.

o Q: We know OVSJG had federal
money for technical assistance to
support DYRS. Would the
Councilmember support District
funding to support this if the federal
dollars do not come through?

= Federal funding was recently
released.

o Contact Thomas at
tfranco@dccouncil.gov. with questions
or to share more information.

JJAG Business

JJAG Business (Kyla Woods & OVSJG staff):
e Back to Basics Compliance - Member Matrix
o https://ojidp.ojp.gov/funding/fy2022/title
11/fy22-SAG-membership-roster.pdf
o Exercise: DC JJAG Member Matrix
o Please review the exercise before the
next mee

10 min
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Legislative Update

JJAG Members will discuss the implications of
implementing the Justice-Involved DDA Youth Act
and Intro introduced by Councilwoman Brooke Pinto
to determine whether this body would like to make a
formal recommendation. Please review the attached
legislation ahead of our next meeting.

e This is part of a larger package of safety-
related bills.

e Concerns have been raised about the bill by
multiple agencies and organizations
represented on the JUAG. The JJAG members
agreed that the Legislative and Policy
Subcommittee could draft a statement to be
voted on by the group.

JJAG Members discussed the Executive Order
regarding a "Safe and Beautiful”
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-
actions/2025/03/making-the-district-of-columbia-safe-
and-beautiful/

e The Executive Order requires coordination
with local officials through the creation of a
Task Force. It also mandates beautification
efforts through the Office of the Interior
focused on federal properties and landmarks
in DC.

e In conjunction with the Executive Order, the
group discussed implications of this article
outlining conditions that certain advocates are
recommending as part of the negotiation to
resolve the DC budget issue (which the
Senate already approved without any policy
riders). Of the 7 recommendations, the 2 most
relevant to juvenile justice are:

o Requiring that money for public safety
be spent on training, retaining, and
hiring sworn law enforcement officers
rather than social workers or other pet
projects.

o Transferring primary prosecutorial
authority from the D.C. Attorney
General to the U.S. Attorney for the
District of Columbia for prosecuting
juvenile offenders and allowing
authorities the option of prosecuting all
juveniles as adults where appropriate.

e The JJAG discussed the opportunities for
sharing best practice regarding juvenile justice
along with the process for approval from the
Mayor’s office for materials or statements

30 min
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JJAG wants to make public. Although the
process does not allow for rapid response, the
group agreed that the JUAG Community
Engagement Committee may be the right
group to draft one-pagers on various topics
that would be helpful resources in the future.
Melissa Milchman noted that the Coalition for
Juvenile Justice is providing technical
assistance to other State Advisor Groups
about mission/purpose and values statements
that could be helpful in this effort.

YSC Youth Council

Update: Joshua Miller (Open City Advocates)
provided a recap of the last Youth Council meeting,
which took place at YSC on 3/26/25. Priorities from
the YSC Youth Council were raised through the
meeting.

5 min

Updates and
announcements

JJAG Members and Advisors share updates or
announcements and highlight upcoming
opportunities for collaboration.
e Town Hall being hosted by Parent Watch and
others
e OVSJG Updates — We welcomed new JJ
Specialist Kandis Catalan to the group.

5 min

Adjourn

5:59 PM ET




