
Youth Membership in the Juvenile Justice Advisory Group 
 

 

Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 

provides federal grants to each state for being in compliance 

with the Act’s requirements for the juvenile justice system 

(42 U.S.C. 5633) 

Every state must have a State 

Plan to receive funds under 

this grant 

(42 U.S.C. 5633, sec. 223(a)) 

State Plans MUST include the 

creation of a state “advisory 

group” 

(42 U.S.C. 5633, sec. 223(a)(3)) 

The advisory group in DC 

is called the Juvenile 

Justice Advisory Group 

(JJAG) because DC is not 

a state. 

The Act requires 

youth membership 

in the JJAG. 

(42 U.S.C. 5633, sec. 

223(a)(3)(A)(iv-v)) 

At least 1/5 of 

members shall be 

under the age of 24 

at the time of 

appointment 

(42 U.S.C. 5633, sec. 

223(a)(3)(A)(iv)) 

At least 3 members 

who have been OR 

are currently under 

the jurisdiction of the 

juvenile justice 

system 

(42 U.S.C. 5633, sec. 

223(a)(3)(A)(v)) 

 

Youth Membership in the JJAG 

is a mandatory component 

under federal law. Youth 

members are a part of the 

JJAG. Youth members’ 

presence provides a crucial 

perspective of juvenile justice 

policy in DC. 


