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Juvenile Justice Advisory Group (JJAG)
Meeting Agenda
Tuesday, October 7th, 2025
4:30pm - 6:00pm

In-Person

Welcome and Introductions

Members Present: Erica Barnes (DBH), Lisette Burton, Sheila Clark (DHS), Shyra Gregory
Dowling (DCPS), Billy Easley, Turnesha Fish (DYRS), Penelope Spain, Kyla Woods

YLA Members Present: Aisha

Staff and Guests Present: Tiye Kinlow (DMPSJ), Hind Berrah, Kayla Davies, Jennifer Porter,
Kandis Catalan, Tracy Velasquez, Mia Foreman (CJCC), Shaila Goodson, Charity Williams
(Access Youth), Phillip Copeland (DME), Jody Kent Lavy, Laura Furr, Joshua Miller, Melissa
Milchman

Dir. Jennifer Porter/ Kandis Catalan will share OVSJG updates and announcements.

Director Porter recognized Youth Justice Action Month (YJAM). Mayor Bowser
proclaimed October as YJAM in DC.

Director Porter welcomed new OVSJG Deputy Director of Justice Grants Ransom
Washington, Jr.

Director Porter shared that they continue to work with MOTA on youth appointments.
OVSJG FY’26 grant awards have been made. Local and federal funds are not impacted
so far as a result of the shutdown.

OVSIJG is also recognizing domestic violence prevention, which included interpersonal
and interfamilial violence.

Youth Leaders in Action (YLA) will present on YJAM projects that will continue past October
celebrations

Aisha shared YLA’s project idea to connect the community with the library (DCPL).
Bring the community, especially children, to a safe place at the library. She’s noted that
fewer adolescents come to her local library, the Benning Road branch. She proposes to
have an event that would include promotion of upcoming library events for adolescents
and educate the community about the juvenile justice system. She noted that YLA has an
existing connection to DCPL.

Logan Alana shared Real Stories Real Change. A youth-led social media and video
campaign to share examples of youth who avoided incarceration for status offenses
through community-based programs.

Moyinoluwa proposed Mentorship and Opportunity Program project. Counselors,
community leaders and mentors support high school students to create goals and plans for
after high school. Juniors and seniors could also provide support to freshman and
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sophomores for community service hours. Moyinoluwa connected the project to all four
JIDPA Core Protections.

Jonelle presented Third Places and Juvenile Development. Jonelle talked about how third
places build community and said they must offer opportunities for agency and
individualization, provide physical and emotional safe havens that can serve as protective
areas reducing delinquency, meet everyday needs, and be explicitly inclusive. She
pointed out that some rec centers across DC are very gentrified and aren’t welcoming to
children anymore + third spaces being closer to youth than crime hot spots can interrupt
crime. She recommended that these third spaces include game systems, eating, day and
evening events. Kandis asked YLA to think about making a correlation vs. just causation
connection between the high crime rates during afterschool hours and the absence of
programming in the afterschool hours.

Discussion from the JJAG.

- Philip Copeland pointed out DME is doing a landscape scan of open spaces in the
community accessible to young people.

- Penelope Spain offered new connections to Friends of the Library.

- Director Porter highlighted that JJAG is currently in the process of writing DC’s
Three Year Plan and could include it.

- Trevon pointed out that DPR doesn’t promote the programming they do have
enough, he advocated for adults staying connected with young people they work
with through city programming (and in general), and he noted that a lot of sports
programs that used to exist and pull in kids from the community have stopped.

- Jonelle added youth coding programs to the ideas.

errah/Nilofer Taber will provide an update on CJCC juvenile justice system related

activities and projects:

CJCC + Opportunities Consulting presented findings of focus groups with youth,
including youth in DYRS and in community, families and community to understand
key drivers and deterrents for youth violence + possible deterrents + barriers youth and
families experience when trying to access services. Drivers included unmet economic
needs, challenges accessing services before system involvement, guns, peer influence,
disconnection from work and school, and others. Next steps will include developing
concrete recommendations from the report. The report is available on CJCC’s website.
Kyla pointed out that we can use the findings and recommendations for the Three Year
Plan. The group agreed to coordinate with the JJC, CJCC and the JJAG to align
responses.

CJCC received grant from OJJDP to establish an implementation plan for a continuum
of care for at-risk and system involved youth. Mia Foreman is the new project director
for that project, and CJCC is now making progress.

Following up on CCE’s report last year highlighting gaps in DC’s ability to identify
and support crossover youth. DC is now part of Georgetown’s Crossover Youth
Practice Model. Georgetown completed a landscape analysis to start.
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e CJCCi is trying to determine cost to DC to send youth out of state to psychiatric
treatment facilities/PRTFs, including financial and qualitative costs. This developed
out of the JJC’s focus on reducing length of stay for youth awaiting placement in
secure facilities. CCE advised that they are also continuing their assessment of the
issue and will be releasing a report on it next week. Tracy encouraged CJJC to include
in its analysis of the costs due to harms youth may experience in PRTFs as opposed to
community-based treatment options, including Therapeutic Foster Care.

Kyla Woods will lead a review of JJAG’s current 3-Year Plan

* Kyla shared DC’s current priorities in our 2024 three-year plan and will share more
practical information and details at the next meeting.



